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I – Region SUD, the South of France



Region SUD, the South of France

❑ 4 metropolis : Marseille, Nice, Toulon et Avignon

❑ 5 millions of inhabitants 

❑ The crossroads between: Europe <> Africa <> Middle East

❑ More than 2 200 international companies

❑ Three internationally renowned territories

Provence

The Alps

The Côte d’Azur

https://www.risingsud.fr/living-and-working-in-the-south-of-france-why-
choose-the-sud-region/?lang=en

https://www.risingsud.fr/living-and-working-in-the-south-of-france-why-choose-the-sud-region/?lang=en
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#1 FRENCH PORT (FREIGHT)

#1 EUROPEAN MILITARY PORT 

2
INTERNATIONAL

CARGO PORTS

TRAVEL WITH TGV
NICE CÔTE D’AZUR AIRPORT

121 DESTINATIONS IN 30 
COUNTRIES

13 MILLIONS OF PASSENGERS

PORT OF MARSEILLE-FOS

PORT OF TOULON

4
INTERNATIONALLY 
CONNECTED TRAIN 

STATIONS

MARSEILLE  PROVENCE AIRPORT

15 MILLIONS PASSENGERS
121 DESTINATIONS IN 44 COUNTRIES

#2 FRENCH AIRPORT (FREIGHT)

2
INTERNATIONAL

AIRPORTS

Paris, Barcelone, Madrid, Francfort, Genève, 
Londres, Amsterdam, Bruxelles, Luxembourg, 

Bale, Monaco, Gênes, Milan

Region SUD, the South of France : A CONNECTED HUB 



• Top 3 of French logistic regions

• 4200 acres of logistic field

• 8 logistic plateforms with more than 250 acres

• Nearly 130 000 jobs 

• 285 metric ton of freight including 90 metric ton 

of international freight

• 4 metropolis, 9 million of potential consumers at 

less than 3 hours ! 

• A great opportunity for logistic players 

North to South of Europe,
Moselle-Rhine-
Mediterranean Corridor,
Rhône-Saône axis

Axis
East-West Mediterranean
(Golden Flamingo),
Marseille-Genoa Corridor

Region SUD, the South of France : At the heart of european logistics corridors



Region SUD, the South of France : a hub for people, good and data 

Marseille 

Nice 

AN IDEAL LOCATION: 

• 5 000 000 inhabitants, the only French region with 4  metropolis 
• A market of  9 millions of consumers at less than 2 hours (on 

road)
• Marseille: 9 international data hub (4th by 2023) with 14 submarine

cables between Europe and Middle East, Aisia and Africa (2 new 

submarine cable projects: Marseille-Etats-Unis, Marseille-Afrique)  

Avignon 

Toulon 



Region SUD, the South of France : TALENT POOL

Sourcing : risingSUD 2021

A Rich and Diverse selection of Educational Opportunities in the Sud region

4 universities
Aix-Marseille, Avignon, 
Côte d’Azur, Toulon

170 000 students
in the region

#3 region
in appeal for students

#1 French-speaking 
university
Aix-Marseille

15 Business schools
4 labeled EQUIS, AMBA, 
AACSB

17 Engineering schools
9 labeled EUR-ACE at 
Master's level

A Region Renowned International Schools

#2 concentration of international schools

222 European & international sections

18 000 students enrolled in international, binational, or European sections



Region SUD, the South of France : 8 reasons to invest 

❑ A thriving and attractive regional economy

❑ A region with a global reach and international renow

❑ The #3 French region for innovations

❑ A region dedicated to the Industry of the Future

❑ The region’s talent pool, the added value you need

https://www.risingsud.fr/why-invest-in-the-sud-
region/?lang=en

❑ On pace to become the #1 green region in Europe by 2050

❑ Get established in the smart city

❑ A remarkable quality of life and a sublime natural environment

https://www.risingsud.fr/why-invest-in-the-sud-region/?lang=en
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Industrial Sectors of excellence 



Industrial Sectors of excellence 

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/?lang=en

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/?lang=en
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A RECONIZED SECTOR: INDUSTRIAL ECOSYSTEM

32.000
COMPANIES

161.000
JOBS

+2.300
NEW INDUSTRAIL 

COMPANIES 

55%
OF THE REGIONAL 

EXPORT (of their 

turnover) 

1er 
THE CAMPUS DES MÉTIERS ET 

DES QUALIFICATIONS BRING 

DEDICATED TO THE INDUSTRIE 

OF THE FUTUR 

Regional multi-sector innovation 

platforms (naval and 

aeronautical) 

New production and 

robotization processes 

Recovery of secondary raw 

materials

Industrial Sectors of excellence : Industry 4.0

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-industries-of-the-future/?lang=en

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-industries-of-the-future/?lang=en


Aeronautic & Aerospace: #2 region in France

A MULTI-SECTORIAL AERONAUTIC 

INDUSTRY: 

€5,5 billion 
TURNOVERS 

18 000
JOBS  

1rst 
INDUSTRY 

SECTOR 

190
SME’S  

40% 
Are doing 

R&D  

THEY HAVE CHOOSEN THE REGION 

SUD

Located in Avignon, SAFE Custer is the French 
competitiveness cluster dedicated both to aerospace 
industry, and Security & Safety applications. 

It gathers 320 industrial players, large multi-national groups, SMEs and 
startups, research laboratories and leading universities in their fields
More than 450 members : 

Cannes is corporate headquarters for Thales Alenia
Space. A center of excellence for the French and
European space industry.

The Airbus Helicopters head office is located in
Marignane near Marseille airport. More than 9.000
employees develop, build and deliver helicopters.



Aeronautic & Aerospace: #2 region in France

Target sectors : HELICOPTER, AIRSHIFT, DRONE/UAV, SATELLITE, LIGHT AVIATION, SECURITY  

❑ THE DRONE INDUSTRY 

❑ The Sud region is one of the most dynamic French territories in 

the drone sector. With Club Sud Drone, our territory  is 

affirming its ambition to promote and strengthen the drone 

sector, a strategic segment specializing in Sud

❑ 60 companies across the entire value chain : Novadem, ECA, 

Scalian, Atechsys…

❑ 19 projects of innovations labeled since 2012 for a total of 61 

million euros

https://www.safecluster.com/

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-
of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-
industries-of-the-future/?lang=en

https://www.safecluster.com/
https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-industries-of-the-future/?lang=en


620
miles
OF COAST 

COMPANIES

7000

135
MARINAS

60 000
HARBOUR RINGSCOMMERCIAL 

PORTS

SALARIES
(26% OF NATIONAL 
JOBS IN THE SECTOR). 

120 000

5

A CLUSTER OF MARITIME COMPAGNIES

BLUE ECONOMY FIGURES

The Pôle Mer Méditerranée is a world class pole of

competitiveness devoted to the promotion of the blue

economy in the Mediterranean. It contributes to the

sustainable development in marine industries. . It supports

numerous projects around marine energies.

KEY FIGURES :

• 454 members (50% SMeS)

• 77 training and research structures

• 7 international collaboration

• 425 projets supported

A FACILITATOR AND AN INTERFACE FOR YOUR PROJECT

Supports the development and the growth of your structure,

introduces you to other major players of the sector, facilitates

the success of your innovations, advices in HR…

Environment

Energy

Ports, logistic & transports Sailing

Defense &

marine security
Naval

BLUE ECONOMY FIGURES

A HOSTING PLACE FOR STARTUPS

The naval and maritime economy



The naval and maritime economy

Target sectors

https://en.polemermediterranee.com/

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-
excellence/sector-of-excellence-blue-

economy/?lang=en

https://en.polemermediterranee.com/
https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-blue-economy/?lang=en


Health activity
A DYNAMIC SECTOR: 

41.000
PRIVATE COMAPNIES

170 
RESEARCH 

LABORATORIES

€18 billion 
TURNOVER

170.000 
JOBS

2nd REGION  
In France for patents

39.000 
SCIENCES STUDENTS 

• 8 universities and 4 

teaching hospitals 

• 6 hospital grouping and 

more than 50 structures

across the territory 

• The Aix-Marseille teaching 

hospital is the 2nd hospital 

grouping of France 

EUROBIOMED is a competitiveness

cluster. It leads territorial initiatives,
provides resources and offers solutions for businesses and

research organizations. EUROBIOMED helps them innovate,

finance, develop and achieve their strategic and business

objectives to ultimately improve life through innovations in
health. It groups more than 270 members in the region Sud.

https://www.eurobiomed.org/en/

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-innovative-therapies/?lang=en

https://www.eurobiomed.org/en/
https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-innovative-therapies/?lang=en
https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-innovative-therapies/?lang=en


+15 000
JOBS IN CHEMISTRY 

640
COMPANIES

25%
OF THE REGIONAL 

TURNOVER

V

A RICH CHEMISTRY ECOSYSTEM  

Chemistry & Materials Ecosystem

https://www.novachim.fr/



ENERGY - Oil & gas 

One of the densest industrial networks in France 

with strategic access to the African market.

- 2 refineries : Lavera and Fos-sur-Mer

- La Mède, Total 1st global french bio-refinery.

- 1 fossil-fired power plant & 3 combined cycle 

gaspower plants including the most powerfull in 

France.

One of the biggest operational and strategic

petroleum and gaz storage unit in Europe 

1st European storage site in size in Manosque

9 millions m3 storage capacity (petroleum) 



1st region for the number 
of days of sunshine

Plan to double solar power 
plants in the next years

164 hydropower plants
3rd region in production 
and number of plants 

3rd region for potential 
offshore wind power in 

Europe

750 MW by 2030 with 
offshore wind power

H2

Provence Grand Large

3 projects of production 
and storage 

Hydrogen is a key 
technology for the Sud 

Region

Energy - Renewable

Floating wind turbines by 
2023.

https://www.capenergies.fr/

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-
energies-of-tomorrow/?lang=en

Target sectors : production of hydrogen electrolyser

https://www.capenergies.fr/
https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-energies-of-tomorrow/?lang=en


Energy - The Nuclear Sector



Agriculture & agri-business

790 000 hectares of agricultural area in region Sud !
11 930  farms classified as large and middle farms – 25 455 heads of the agricultural holding

THE FIRST FRUIT REGION OF FRANCE AND THE FIRST IN TERMS OF UTILISED AGRICULTURE AREA .

18% of big corp: 
cereal, oleaginous, protein crop 

5 000 producers 

390 000 tones of products   

15% of vines:
7 900 farms – VAR department  

is the first rosé wine producers 

in the world 

6% of orchards:
Apple, grapps, cherries, pears, 

peachs and nectarines, apricots, 

strawberries. 

2% of vegetable  cultivation:
7 800 jobs and more than 3 500 

seasonal jobs 

Perfume plants:
1 000 farms and 14 000 hectares 



Agriculture & agri-business
Located in Avignon, Innov’Alliance is a competitiveness cluster which brings together more than 400 players 

(more than 270 in Region Sud) within the Fruit, Vegetable, and Plant sector in the French south regions, 

Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur, Languedoc-Roussillon and Rhône-Alpes. 

INDUSTRIAL 

SECTOR 

* FOOD

* COSMETICS 

* FOOD SUPPLEMENT

* PARFUME & AROMAS 

https://pole-innovalliance.com/

AN IMPORTANT ECOSYSTEM:

+1,600
COMPANIES

30,000
JOBS 

€ 7,7 billion
TURNOVER

+1,000 5,500
STUDENTS 

2nd

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

IN REGION 

IMPORTANT AGRI-FOOD COMPANIES 

IN SOUTH

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-
sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-

excellence-natural-living/?lang=en

https://pole-innovalliance.com/
https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-natural-living/?lang=en


AN IMPORTANT ECOSYSTEM:

22 000
COMPANIES

55 000
JOBS 

€ 14 billion
TURNOVER

A DYNAMIC OF INNOVATION: 

167
R&D ESTABLISHMENTS 

12,000
PRIVATE RESARCHERS

AN EXCELLENT TEACHING 

REQUIRES:
500 10 000

STUDENTSTRAININGS

GATHER AROUND A SPECIALIZED CLUSTER: 

The SCS (Secured Communicating Solutions) cluster is a world-class competitiveness cluster
dedicated to digital technologies. It gathers 320 industrial players, large multi-national groups, SMEs
and startups, research laboratories and leading universities in their fields.
250 projects funded and more than 1 billion euros R&D investments made.

Smart-Tech

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-
smart-tech/?lang=en

https://www.pole-scs.org/

https://www.risingsud.fr/our-sectors-of-excellence/sector-of-excellence-smart-tech/?lang=en
https://www.pole-scs.org/
https://www.pole-scs.org/
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Total average annual labor cost including all employer social security contributions

Gross salary

The employee's base 
salary, as provided for in 
his or her employment 
contract and additional 
remuneration (bonuses, 
family allowances, etc.)

Net salary

Salary actually received
by the employee

Employee contributions

Paid to social 
organizations

Paid to 
employee

From January 1st 2021, the SMIC corresponds to:
€1 554,58 per month (gross salary)

€10,25 per hour (gross salary)

In France, there is a guaranteed minimum wage per hour called the SMIC
An employee cannot legally be paid less than this level

Total cost to 
employer

Employer contributions

I I I  – France,  a business-fr iendly country
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SUD ATTRACTIVITE: 

SUD Attractivité encourages setting 
up companies in the Region Sud –

direct aids

➔ A grant from 100,000€ to 500,000€ 

➔ Repayable advance from 500,000€ 

to 1M€

PARTENARIAT REGIONAL 

D’INNOVATION: 

Region SUD funds some innovation 
projects : feasibility study and 

development project. 

➔ A grant from 100,000€ to 200,000€ 

➔ Repayable advance from 100,000€ to 

500,000€

REGION SUD INVESTISSEMENT: 

Région Sud Investissement is a co-
investment fund for all SMB with less

than 250 employees and 50M€ turnover. 

➔ Equity loans from 15,000€ to 200,000€

➔ Capital participation from 200,000€ to 

2M€

I I I  – France,  a business-fr iendly country


