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[Chemlinked] Reminder: Australia Starts Annual Declaration under
AICIS on August 1

The annual declarationends submission period ends on November 30, 2022.

On July 28, the Australian Government issued a notice - ‘It’s time to start submitting your annual
declarations’ to remind introducers (manufacturers or importers), who have introduced industrial
chemicals or products containing industrial chemicals (e.g., cosmetics, paints and plastics) to
Australia during the 2021-2022 registration year*, to submit the corresponding annual declaration
within the submission period.

*2021-2022 registration year September 1, 2021 ~ August 31, 2022

**submission period August 1, 2022 ~ November 30, 2022

Annual declaration is a basic post-registration obligation under the Australian Industrial Chemicals
Introduction Scheme (AICIS), which came into force on July 1, 2020 as an overarching regulatory
framework for introduction of industrial chemicals into Australia. It applies to all introduction

categories (see figure below) of industrial chemicals.
If your chemical introduction is not listed on the Inventory
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The chemical &5 on the * It's & very low-risk * It's a low-risk * It's a medum- to Evaluation

Inventory introduction introduction high-risk introduction Authorisation
+ Can be introduced ifit's  + Submit a once-off * Submit a once-off « Apply for an assessment  « Determine the chemical's

within the terms of the declaraton after you report before you + Assessment certificate commercal potential

Inventory listing introduce introduce needed before you « Apply for an authorisation
* Keep records * Keep records * Keep records introduce « Commercial Evaluation
* No fee * No fee * No fee * Keep records Autharisation needed

* Application fee before you intreduce
* Keep records

» Application fee
Introducers that are obliged to submit an annual declaration shall complete the submission as soon
as possible before the deadline, ensuring the chemical activities in Australia are legal and compliant.
The annual declaration is easy to submit as it just needs to complete filling a form (see here).

Notably, regarding the introduction category - ‘Exempted’, a separate notice was specially issued
on July 28, 2022 by the Australian Government to stress the submission of the post-introduction
declarations. That is, manufactures or importers, who have introduced certain types of chemicals
that were categorized as ‘Exempted’ during the 2021-2022 registration year, shall submit a
separate post-introduction declaration for each chemical categorized as ‘Exempted’ before
November 30, 2022. For details on the post-introduction declarations for exempted introductions,
please see the guide published on the official website. | : Chemlinked
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[Chemlinked] Australia’s Transitional Period for NICNAS Exemptions to
Expire on August 31, 2022

From September 1, 2022, cosmetic importers and manufacturers in Australia will not be allowed to
import and manufacture industrial chemicals under any of the NICNAS exemptions. They shall
categorize their introduction under the current AICIS scheme and comply with the corresponding
obligations.

Commenced on July 1, 2020, the Australian Industrial Chemicals Introduction Scheme (AICIS) has
replaced the previous National Industrial Chemicals Notification and Assessment Scheme (NICNAS)
as the new overarching regulatory framework for the introduction of industrial chemicals into
Australia.

As per the Industrial Chemicals (Consequential Amendments and Transitional Provisions) Rules
2019 and the notices on the AICIS website, the transitional period for exemptions granted under
NICNAS will expire on August 31, 2022 without any extension.

The following NICNAS exemption categories will be affected:?

Industrial chemicals for cosmetic use without unreasonable risk (not exceeding 100kg per year);
Industrial chemicals for cosmetic use without unreasonable risk or hazards (a concentration of 1% or
less in cosmetics);

Industrial chemicals for non-cosmetic use without unreasonable risk (not exceeding 100kg per year);
Industrial chemicals for R&D or analysis—importation only (not exceeding 100kg per year), and;
Industrial chemicals for R&D or analysis (manufactured in a fixed apparatus in a specific location).

Notably, introductions made in accordance with NICNAS exemptions before August 31, 2022, are
categorized as the “reported introductions” under AICIS. Cosmetic importers and manufacturers
shall submit an annual declaration at the end of each AICIS registration year (some time between
August and 30 November) and archive sufficient records to prove that the introduction meets the
relevant NICNAS exemption criteria and is compliant with the legislation for official inspection.

From September 1, 2022, introductions shall be in accordance with the AICIS categories. Enterprises
cannot manufacture or import industrial chemicals under the NICNAS exemptions. Instead, they
need to categorize the industrial chemicals into one of the following five AICIS introduction
categories and meet the requirements for the relevant introduction category. & : Chemlinked
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