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FOREWORD
This Indian Standard (Part 1) (Fourth Revision) was adopted by the Bureau of Indian Standards after the draft 
finalized by the Cosmetics Sectional Committee had been approved by the Petroleum, Coal and Related Products 
Division Council.
With the objective of taking effective step in guarding against harmful substances being used in cosmetics, the 
Committee decided to prepare broad-based classification of raw materials as: (a) ‘Generally Recognized as Safe’ 
(GRAS), and (b) ‘Generally Not Recognized as Safe’ (GNRAS). In view of the large number of raw materials 
which were likely to be used for different intended purposes in cosmetics formulations, such as dyes and pigments, 
preservatives, U.V. filters, basic ingredients, adjuncts, etc., it was more convenient and practical to prepare GRAS 
list for colourants and GNRAS list for raw materials and adjuncts to serve the intended purpose of safeguarding 
the interest of the consumer and simultaneously leaving enough scope for innovative formulations. Towards this 
purpose, this standard (Part 1) was originally published in 1968 for GRAS list for dyes, colour and pigments. 
Later, in 1973, the (Part 2) was published for GNRAS list of raw materials and adjuncts other than dyes, colour 
and pigments.
This standard (Part 1) was subsequently revised in 1988, 2001 and 2017. In first revision, only those colours 
which were in vogue in Indian cosmetic industry and had either EEC (European Economic Community), USFDA 
(United States Food & Drug Administration) or any international approval were incorporate. In second revision, 
list of dyes, pigments and colours were updated in accordance with the EEC Directive 76/768/EEC of year 2000. 
A restricted number of colours which were in vogue in Indian industry had been taken from the directive keeping 
in mind that a wide list of colour would be difficult to monitor. Moreover, to make the standard user friendly, the 
list of colouring agents permitted for use in the cosmetic products was prepared as per their Colour Index Number 
in the ascending order along with colour field of application and other limitations and requirements for use. In 
third revision, the list of colourants was further updated in accordance with the EEC Directive 76/768/ EEC of 
year 2012. In addition, the title was modified as colourants, in place of dyes, colours and pigments to align it with 
the definitions of these terms as given under IS 15467 : 2004 ‘Glossary of terms - Cosmetics’.
In this revision, the list of colourants has been revised to include chemical names, CAS numbers and EC numbers 
of the colourants. The list of colourants is also updated in accordance with the EEC Directive 1223/2009 of year 
2019. The definition of colourants has also been revised.
The intent of this standard is not to prescribe any specific composition of finished cosmetic products. The 
manufacturers are free to develop any composition through innovations and keeping pace with the technological 
advancements, provided that the provisions of this standard are complied with.
At present, there is no International Standard published by International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 
on the subject.

Cosmetics Sectional Committee, PCD 19
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Indian Standard

CLASSIFICATION FOR COSMETIC RAW  
MATERIALS AND ADJUNCTS

PART 1 COLOURANTS

( Fourth Revision )

1 SCOPE

This standard (Part 1) lists the colourants which 
are generally recognized as safe (GRAS) for use in 
cosmetics. The list also includes colourants which are 
intended for use in toiletry preparations.

2 REFERENCE

IS 4707 (Part 2) : 2017 ‘Classification for cosmetic 
raw materials and adjuncts: Part 2 List of raw materials 
generally not recognized as safe for use in cosmetics 
(fourth revision)’ is a necessary adjunct to this standard.

3 TERMINOLOGY

For the purpose of this standard, the following 
definitions shall apply:

3.1 GRAS List — It shall include ingredients which 
are generally recognized as safe and which when used 
in concentrations conventionally adopted or within 

the limits as specified (wherever applicable) shall be 
permissible in cosmetics.

3.2 Colourants — Substances which are exclusively 
or mainly intended to colour the cosmetic product, the 
body as a whole or certain parts thereof, by absorption 
or reflection of visible light; in addition, precursors of 
oxidative hair colorants shall be deemed colorants.

4 LIST OF COLOURANTS ALLOWED FOR 
USE IN COSMETIC PRODUCTS

4.1 The GRAS list of colourants is given in Table 1.
		  NOTE
		  1 Lakes or salts of these colurants using substances not 

prohibited under Annex A of IS 4707 (Part 2) or not excluded 
under Annex A from the scope of this standard are equally 
allowed.

		  2 No colorant is listed in this standard which is provisionally 
allowed for use in cosmetic products.

Free Standard provided by BIS via BSB Edge Private Limited to Kyoungok Kim - Seoul(a007@kcia.or.kr) 
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ANNEX A
( Clause 4.1 )

LIST OF SUBSTANCES EXCLUDED FROM THE SCOPE OF THE STANDARD

A-1 Strontium and its compounds, with the exception 
of strontium lactate, strontium nitrate and strontium 
polycarboxylate listed in Annex A of IS 4707  
(Part 2), Strontium chloride, strontium acetate, 

strontium hydroxide, strontium peroxide, under the 
conditions laid down in Annex B of IS 4707 (Part 2) and 
of strontium lakes, pigments and salts of the colourants 
listed in Table 1.
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ANNEX B
( Foreword )

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION 

Cosmetics Sectional Committee, PCD 19

Organization Representative(s)
Drugs Controller General (India), Delhi Dr V. G. Somani (Chairman)
Chemstar Limited, Mumbai Shri Sunil Joshi

CSIR Indian Institute of Toxicological Research, 
Lucknow

Dr R. S. Ray

Department of AYUSH, Delhi Dr D. C. Katoch

Directorate of Drugs Control, Kolkata Shri K. R. Chawla

Envisbe Solutions Pvt Limited, Mumbai Shri Benedict M. Mascarenhas

Food and Drugs Administration Maharashtra, Mumbai Shri O. S. Sadhwani

Fragrance and Flavours Association of India, (FAFAI), 
Mumbai

Shri Hasmukh Patel

Hindustan Lever Limited (HUL), Mumbai Ms Vrinda Rajwade

Indian Beauty & Hygiene Association (IBHA), Mumbai Ms Malathi Narayanan

Kelkar Education Trusts (KETS) Scientific Research 
Centre, Mumbai

Dr S. S. Barve

Mikasa Cosmetics Limited, Ahmedabad Ms Trupti Patel

Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME), Delhi

Dr Arun Kumar

Procter & Gamble, Mumbai Shri Sivakumar Thanigachalam

All India Cosmetic Manufacturers Association, Mumbai Ms Kajal Anand 
Dr Virendra V. Chavan (Alternate)

Cavinkare Private Limited, Chennai Dr T. Kumar  
Dr Sridhar Rajam (Alternate)

Central Drugs Standard Control Organization  
(CDSCO), Delhi

Dr S. P. Shani

Central Drugs Testing Laboratory (CDTL), Chennai Ms C. Vijaya Lakshmi 
Dr J. Uma Maheswari (Alternate)

Central Drugs Testing Laboratory (CDTL), Mumbai Dr Raman Mohan Singh 
Ms S. U. Warde (Alternate)

Colgate Palmolive (India) Limited, Mumbai Dr Manas V. Vyas 
Dr Purushottam Jadhav (Alternate I) 
Ms Sharda Ganesh (Alternate II)

Consumer Guidance Society of India, Mumbai Dr Sitaram Dixit 
Dr M. S. Kamath (Alternate)

Dabur India Limited, Sahibabad Dr Prasun Bandyopadhyay 
Dr S. K. Luthra (Alternate I) 
Shri Shivaji Rai (Alternate II)

Directorate of Food and Drugs Administration, Goa Ms Jyoti J. Sardessai 
Ms Shweta Dessai (Alternate)

Drugs Control Department, Delhi Shri A. K. Nasa 
Shri K. R. Chawla (Alternate)

Essential Oil Association of India (EOAI), Noida Shri Yogesh Dubey 
Shri Pradeep Kumar Jain (Alternate)
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Organization Representative(s)
Food and Drugs Control Administration Gujarat, 

Gandhinagar
Dr H. G. Koshia 

Shri V. R. Shah (Alternate)
Food and Drugs Administration Haryana, Panchkula Shri Narender Kumar Ahooja 

Shri Manmohan Taneja (Alternate)
Galaxy Surfactants Limited, Mumbai Shri Yogesh Kalra 

Ms Pallavi Agarwal (Alternate)
Godrej Consumers Products Limited, Mumbai Ms Rupinder Kaur Rawat 

Dr N. M. Sunder (Alternate)
Hygienic Research Institute Private Limited, Mumbai Shri M. B. Desai 

Dr Jayashree Anand (Alternate)
Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC), Ghaziabad Dr Anil Kr Teotia 

Dr Manoj Kr Pandey (Alternate)
ITC R&D Centre, Bengaluru Dr Gurubasavaraja K. M. 

Dr James Bhaskar (Alternate I) 
Dr John Bosco Stanislaus (Alternate II)

Johnson & Johnson Limited, Mumbai Shri Rajneesh Kumar 
Dr Dilip Tripathi (Alternate)

Loreal India Private Limited, Mumbai Ms Veena Balgi 
Ms Rupali Turakhiya (Alternate)

Marico Limited, Mumbai Dr Mitali Hedge 
Dr Sudhakar Mhaskar (Alternate I) 
Shri Prabodh S. Halde (Alternate II)

The Himalaya Drug Company, Bengaluru Dr Sundaram Ramachandran 
Dr Krishnan Sriraman (Alternate I) 
Shri Aakash Lalwani (Alternate II)

Voluntary Organization In Interest of Consumer 
Education (VOICE), Delhi

Dr M. A. U. Khan 
Shri K. C. Chaudhary (Alternate)

In personal capacity Dr A. N. Bhat

BIS Directorate General Shri V K Diundi, Scientist ‘G’ and Head (PCD), 
[ Representing Director General ( Ex-officio ) ]

Member Secretary
Shrimati. Nisha Bura 

Scientist ‘C’ (PCD), BIS
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